Below we have answered some of the frequently asked questions we receive from parents:

What is a local offer?

On 1st September 2014, the Children and Families Act 2014 introduced a new framework for
children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). Click here to find out more
about the local offer.

All Local Authorities are required to publish information on ‘the Local Offer’ about all
SEND services, along with details of any eligibility for specialist services and a signpost to
support those who do not meet thresholds.

In light of this New Code of Practice, we have reviewed the School’s SEND policy through
consultation with parents and Governors. This is available on the Policies section of the
website. Please look out for details in forthcoming newsletters relating to an information
sharing evening for parents.

How does the school know if young people need extra help, and what should I do if I
think my child may have special educational needs?

We pride ourselves on providing quality first teaching in the classroom, which includes:
adaptation, high quality teaching, active learning and effective feedback. This ensures the
majority of children’s needs are met within the classroom environment.

- For those children who are identified as needing some extra support, we run support
programmes which are closely matched to their needs. Interventions will depend on the
child’s needs and the resources available.

- Class provision maps show the range of interventions in place in each class when it has
been identified that additional support is required.

- All interventions, which we put into place, are tried and tested. Where we feel something is

not working, we are quick to respond and find alternatives through talking to you, the teacher
and child. All our additional support programmes are overseen by the SENCO.

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?
Adaptation is embedded in our curriculum and practice. As a school, we ensure we tailor our
teaching to the needs of the pupils. We regularly assess the quality of our teaching to ensure

that all students are receiving a high standard of teaching and learning.

- Quality first teaching ensures that the pupils are able to access the curriculum.



How will both you and I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to
support my child’s learning?

We regularly share progress and attainment with our pupils and their families. All year
groups have two parents’ evenings a year and an annual report, and a report consultation
meeting.

Parents/carers of children who are receiving additional support and identified as having
Special Educational Needs will be invited to attend provision review meetings three times a
year. At these meetings, you will have the opportunity to discuss ways in which you and the
school can further support your child’s learning.

- The school will share information about the curriculum your child will be studying through
Termly Newsletters. We also host a number of curriculum events, known as Show and Share
Meetings, to help families understand what learning is expected and how they can best
support their child at home.

-Each child has a School Contact Book, which can be used by parents and the class teacher to
record any concerns or achievements.

- Should contact that is more regular be required, our staff will make suitable arrangements to
ensure this is put in place.

- The first point of contact should you have any concerns about your child’s progress is your
child’s class teacher.

What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being?

As a school, pupil’s well-being is our primary concern. Our students and their families can
access support from Family Liaison Officer and the Inclusion Manager.

- Our leadership team is also very supportive ensuring that your child will always have
someone to talk to if there is something concerning them.

- Relevant staff are trained to support medical needs and in some cases, use of epipens and
insulin injections.

- Our Behaviour Policy; which includes guidance on expectations, rewards and sanctions is
fully understood by all staff and pupils.

- We regularly monitor attendance and take the necessary actions to prevent prolonged,
unauthorised absence.

- Our School Council meet regularly and discuss the issues that are important to them and
well as ways in which we can improve the running of school. They are democratically voted
onto the school council by their class.



- Our school runs a wide range of afterschool clubs allowing children to develop and extend
their interests.

- Children have access to breakfast and after school club

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school?
Our staff receives regular training and our teachers all hold qualified teacher status.

- We have a number of established relationships with professionals in education, such as the
specialist teaching team, educational psychologists and outreach services.

- All external bodies we work with are linked to Kent County Council. When we buy in
additional services, we monitor the impact of any intervention to ensure it is meeting its
objective.

- We work with a number of external partners depending on the needs of the pupils. These
include the specialist teaching and learning service (STLS), Kent Parent Partnership Service,
The Parents’ Consortium, Education welfare service, Speech and Language service,
Occupational Therapists and Physiotherapists.

- We also work with social services.

What training are the staff supporting children and young people with SEND had or
are having?

Our SENCO holds the mandatory National SENCO Award and is a qualified teacher and a
member of the senior leadership team.

- We regularly invest time and money in training our staff to improve quality first teaching
and develop skills and knowledge of delivering specific interventions.

- Weekly Professional Development meetings ensure that staff are kept regularly informed
about special education needs changes and given specific advice on interventions.

- We focus on effective provisions in the classroom including differentiation of resources and
teaching strategies.

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?

Our school ethos and SEN Policy promote involvement of all our pupils in all aspects of the
curriculum including activities outside the classroom. All pupils have the opportunity to
participate in educational visits.



- Members of staff always complete a preliminary visit and carry out a risk assessment for
any school trips, to ensure that the venue is suitable and fully inclusive.

How accessible is the school environment?
Our school has had relevant adaptations put into place to cater for pupils in wheelchairs.
- Our policy and practice follow the Equality Act 2010.

- We value and respect diversity in our school.

How will the school prepare and support my child/to join the school/transfer to a new
setting or the next stage of education and life?

We have an Induction programme in place for welcoming new learners and their families to
our setting. This involves an induction day for children and additional days, as and if
required. In the EYFS, the teachers will make a visit to the nurseries prior to the children
starting in September. Parents are also offered the opportunity of a home visit, so that the
child can be observed in a setting they are comfortable in.

- We also communicate with nurseries and secondary school to ensure a smooth transition for
all our pupils. We share information to support pupils’ learning and wellbeing at transition
for children with SEN or Educational Health Care (EHC) plans.

- We have a transition programmes in place for pupils that require it from EYFS to KS1 and
from KS1 to KS2 and KS2 to secondary school.

- Children who require additional support with moving from one year group to another are
also provided with a transition booklet with information about their new class at the end of
every academic year.

- Children who have a statement/Educational Health Care Plan will meet with the SENCO
regularly and have a transition meeting during an annual review to ensure all their needs will
be met in their new setting.

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to young people’s special needs?

Our finances are monitored regularly and we utilise resources to support the strategic aims of
our setting as well as individual learners needs.

- When the outcomes of the assessment indicate that your child is not progressing as well as
expected or his/her attainment is below the average, interventions and support will be put in
place and your child will feature on a class provision map.



- If progress is not made we will carry out further assessments and possibly add the child to
the SEN support register.

- When it is necessary the SENCO will contact outside agencies.
- If required, a formal request for an EHC plan will be submitted.

- All provisions are recorded on provision maps, they are evaluated and updated termly. The
SENCO monitors these closely to track SEND pupils and evaluate the impact.

The outcomes of the provision will be discussed termly during the Pupil Progress meetings
with the class teacher, SENCO, the assessment co-ordinator and the Headteacher.

Which interventions do you use at Cecil Road Primary and Nursery School?

Listed below is a brief overview of the various additional programmes we deliver to support
all learners, where appropriate. If you wish to discuss your child’s support programmes
please do not hesitate to get in touch with a member of the Inclusion Team.

Speechlink

A speech programme that targets sounds that children have difficulties in producing. Children
are tested within the school using this specialised computer programme and then our Speech
and Language Teaching Assistant delivers the suggested individualised programmes. There
are occasions when the tests show that a child needs to be referred to a Speech and Language
Therapy for additional guidance and/or intervention.

Speech and Language

Individualised programmes submitted by a Speech Therapist are delivered by our Speech and
Language Teaching Assistants . These are for children who have been referred, by the school
or by a medical professional, to be assessed by the Speech and Language Therapy Service.
These programmes can include speech sound production, language development and social
skills, depending on the child’s needs.

EAL - English as an Additional Language

This is for children who have a first language other than English and may need further
intervention with their English language understanding in order to aid their academic
development.

Emotional support
This intervention is accessible to all pupils who may be experiencing difficulty with some
aspects of home/school life e.g. a family bereavement which may impact on their school life.

Fine motor skills

Fine motor skills are vital to the development of many competencies in young children.
Activities are divided into sections focusing on warming up, hand and finger strength,
manipulation and eye-hand co-ordination.

Lego Therapy



This intervention aims to develop communication and interaction skills. It encourages turn
taking, and collaboration.

BEAM
This programme of activities provides an opportunity to develop the child’s language

development in a practical way, including skills such as listening and attention. It also
extends the child’s physical abilities, and can benefit those with impaired gross motor skills.



