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History Curriculum Progression

	
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Nursery 
	Celebrations 

Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience.

Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends.
	
	Traditional Tales

Talks about why things happen and how things work. Developing an understanding of changes over time.  

	Year R
Year group timeline – key events to be added throughout the year. 
	Peek into the Past


	To answer basic questions about the past – transport. 


	Adventures through time
	
	
	

	Substantive Concepts

	Achievements and follies of mankind

	Achievements and follies of mankind

	
	
	
	

	Year 1
	How am I making history? 
	
	How have toys changed?
	
	How have explorers changed the world?
	

	Substantive Concepts

	
	
	Achievements and follies of mankind 
	
	Achievements and follies of mankind 
	

	Year 2
	How was the school different in the past? 
	
	How did we learn to fly?
	What is a monarch?
	
	

	Substantive Concepts

	
	
	Achievements and follies of mankind 
	Power and monarchy
Achievements and follies of mankind
	 
	




	Year 3

	British History 
Would you prefer to live in Stone Age, Bronze Age or the Iron Age?
	
	British History 
Why did the Romans invade and settle in Britain?
	
	What was important to ancient Egyptians?
	

	Substantive Concepts

	Power, (monarchy, government, empire) 
Invasion, settlement and migration 
Civilisation 
Trade 

	
	Power, (monarchy, government, empire) 
Invasion, settlement and migration
Civilisation
Trade
Beliefs 
Achievements and follies of mankind
	
	Power, (monarchy, government, empire) 
Civilisation
Beliefs
Achievements and follies of mankind
	

	Year 4

	
	
	British History 
What changed in Britain after the Anglo-Saxon invasion? 
	
	How did the achievements of the Maya civilisation influence their society and beyond?
	How have children’s lives changed?

	Substantive 
Concepts
	
	
	Power, (monarchy, government, empire) 
Invasion, settlement and migration
Civilisation
Trade
Beliefs
Achievements and follies of mankind

	
	Invasion, settlement and migration
Civilisation
Trade
Beliefs
Achievements and follies of mankind
	Civilisation


	Year 5

	
	
	British History
What was life like in Tudor England?
	British History
Were the Vikings raiders, traders or something else?
	
	Ancient Greeks
What is the legacy of the ancient Greek civilisation?

	Substantive Concepts

	
	
	Power, (monarchy, government, empire) 
Invasion, settlement and migration
Beliefs
Civilisation
Trade
Achievements and follies of mankind
	Power, (monarchy, government, empire) 
Beliefs
Civilisation
Trade
Achievements and follies of mankind
	
	Power, (monarchy, government, empire) 
Beliefs
Civilisation
Trade
Achievements and follies of mankind

	Year 6

	What can the census tell us about local areas? 
	
	
	British History 
What was the impact of WW2 on the people of Britian?
	
	What was the Sikh Empire?

	Substantive Concepts 

	Civilisation

	
	
	Power, (monarchy, government, empire) 
Invasion, settlement and migration
Civilisation
Trade
Achievements and follies of mankind
	
	Power, (monarchy, government, empire) 
Beliefs
Trade
Achievements and follies of mankind



To see the progression of knowledge and skills in each year group look at ‘History Key skills and Knowledge by unit’ document. 
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